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Taronga by Victor Kelleher 

 

Instructions: Respond to the questions below.  Please respond in full sentences. 

 

1. Consider the title, Taronga.  Based on the title alone, what do you think the novel is about?  Give reasons 

for your response. 

 

2. Consider the covers.   

 

 
 

a. What do they add to your understanding?  Explain.  Refer explicitly to elements of each cover. 

b. Which of these covers best conveys danger? Explain. 

c. Which of these covers provides the most detail about setting?
1
  Explain. 

 

3. What questions do you have about the novel thus far? 

 

4. Read the first sentence of the novel.   

a. What do we learn about Ben? 

b. What do we learn about the setting? 

 

5. Read the first paragraph of the novel. 

a. What do we learn about Ben? 

b. What do we learn about the setting? 

c. What do you think the “something big” was that “was hiding down there, waiting for” Ben? 

 

6. Read the first two pages of the chapter (pages 3 and 4). 

a. What do we learn about Greg? 

b. Why does Ben decide to shoo the kangaroo away? 

c. What does this act reveal about Ben? 

 

7. Read the next two pages (pages 5 and 6) 

a. What happens to the dingo? 

b. How does Ben feel about that?   Provide a supporting quotation. 

c. In what ways is Greg different from Ben? 

 

 

                                                           
1
 One of the covers includes a picture of a very small Harbour Bridge and Opera House. 
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8. Finish reading the chapter. 

a. Why does Ben get upset at Greg? 

b. How does Greg control Ben?  Provide examples. 

c. What is Ben’s nightmare about? 

d. Why is the storm important?  What purpose does it serve?  Provide reasons and a supporting 

quotation. 

 

9. Based on what you know about the novel thus far, which of the covers shown in question 2 do you think 

best shows what the story is about? 

 

10. What do you like about the novel thus far? 

 

11. What don’t you like about the novel thus far? 

 

12. What questions do you have? 

 

13. Would you keep reading?  Why or why not? 

 

Extension  

 It is suggested that Ben and Greg have run away from something horrible.  What do you think 

they have run away from?  Provide reasons for your view. 

 Which of Ben’s qualities do you admire?  Why? 

 Do you think Ben made a good decision to stand up to Greg?  Provide reasons. 

 If you were in Ben’s situation, what would you do?  Why? 


