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Theodore Boone by John Grisham 

 

Instructions: Respond to the questions below.  Please respond in full sentences. 

 

1. Consider the subtitle, “half the man, twice the lawyer.”  Based on the subtitle alone, what do you learn 

about the protagonist (main character)? Justify your response.  

 

2. Consider the cover.  What does it add to your understanding?  Explain.  Refer explicitly to elements of 

the cover. 

 
 

3. What questions do you have about the novel thus far? 

 

4. Read the first sentence of the novel.  What do we learn about Theodore Boone?   

 

5. Read the first paragraph of the novel. 

a. What do you learn about Theodore’s parents? 

b. Would you like to have parents like Theodore’s?  Why or why not?  Give reasons for your 

answer.     

 

6. Read the first two pages of the chapter. 

a. What do we learn about Theodore? 

b. What similarities are there between your life and Theodore’s life? 

 

7. Read the next two pages. 

a. Theodore is undecided about what job he wants to have when he grows up.  What are the two 

options that he is choosing between? 

b. Which of the options do you think is better?  Why? 

c. What job do you want to have when you finish school? Why do you think this would be a good 

job to have? 

 

8. Finish reading the chapter. 

a. Who is Theodore’s best friend? 

b. Why does he go to see her before school? 

c. What do we learn about Theodore’s friend’s family? 

d. In what ways is her family different from Theodore’s? 

e. Who is Theodore’s favourite judge? 

f. Why does Theodore go visit him? 
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g. What do Theodore and the judge talk about?   

 

9. What do you like about the novel thus far? 

 

10. What don’t you like about the novel thus far? 

 

11. What questions do you have? 

 

12. Would you keep reading?  Why or why not? 

 

Extension  

13. If you could have any job in the justice system, what would it be and why?  Examples of jobs include: 

policeman/policewoman, lawyer, judge, parole officer, prison officer, and prison psychologist.    

 

14. When Theodore goes to visit his favourite judge, the judge asks if Theodore thinks that Mr Duffy is 

guilty.  Theodore responds that Mr Duffy is “presumed innocent.”  The presumption of innocence means 

that we believe someone is innocent (did not commit the crime) until we can prove that they are guilty.  

Do you think that it is fairer to presume that someone is innocent or that they are guilty?  Give reasons 

for your answer. 

 

15. The scenario below is adapted from Michigan Centre for Civic Education mock trial database.  Consider 

the scenario and respond to the questions that follow. 

 

A police officer says he saw a person dressed like Brad, driving a stolen care.  The police 

officer says he saw that same person exit from the driver’s side of the car after the car 

crashed into a light pole.   

 

Tools necessary to break into and start the car were found on the front passenger seat of the 

car, next to Brad’s backpack.   

 

Brad says he was a passenger in the car.  He says he hitched a ride when his bus did not turn 

up.  Brad says he does not know the driver.  He also says that the driver of the car ran away 

after the crash.   

 

 

In criminal cases, the presumption of innocence applies.  This means that a judge/jury has to 

presume that Brad did not steal the car unless the prosecution can prove, beyond a reasonable doubt, 

that Brad did steal the car. 

 

a. What evidence might the prosecution bring up in court to try to convince a judge/jury that 

Brad is guilty? 

b. What evidence might Brad and his lawyer(s) (the defence) bring up in court to try to 

convince a judge/jury that Brad is not guilty? 

   


