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Etiquette and Espionage by Gail Carriger 

 

Instructions: Respond to the questions below.  Please respond in full sentences. 

 

1. Consider the title, Etiquette and Espionage.  Based on the title alone, what do you think 

the novel is about?  Justify your response.  

 

2. Consider the cover.  What does it add to your understanding?  Explain.  Refer explicitly 

to elements of the cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What colours do you think are used on the cover?  Why? 

 

4. What questions do you have about the novel thus far? 

 

5. What does the first sentence of chapter one reveal about what the book will likely be 

about?  Note:  a dumbwaiter is a kind of lift that is designed to move objects rather than 

people. 

 

6. Read the first two pages. 

 

7. Based on the first two pages, what impression do you get of Sophronia? What words 

would you use to describe her?  Why? 

 

8. Read the rest of the chapter. 

 

 

9. What impression do you get of Mrs Barnaclegoose?  What words would you use to 

describe her?  Why? 
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10. What impression do you get of Petunia?  What words would you use to describe her?  

Why? 

  

11. What impression do we get of Sophronia’s mother (Mrs Temminnick)?  What words 

would you use to describe her?  Why? 

 

12. What impression do we get of Mademoiselle Geraldine?  What words would you use to 

describe her?  Why? 

 

13. What elements of this story suggest that it is fictional (rather than true)? 

 

14. Do you think the threat of being educated by vampires (“Mumsy is indenturing you to 

vampires for a proper education”) is an effective threat?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

15. Do you think the questions asked of Sophronia by Mademoiselle Geraldine were strange?  

Why or why not?  Explain your response. 

 

16. What do you like about the novel thus far? 

 

17. What don’t you like about the novel thus far? 

 

18. What questions do you have? 

 

19. Would you keep reading?  Why or why not? 

 

Extension  

20. Pretend you are Sophronia’s mother.  Write a diary entry reflecting on the meeting with 

Mademoiselle Geraldine. 

 

21. Pretend you are Sophronia.  Write a diary entry reflecting on the meeting with 

Mademoiselle Geraldine. 

 

22. What are the differences between these two accounts?  Why are they different?  

 

23. Make a list of 20 words that are essential to understanding the events in chapter one.  Use 

the chapter to try figure out what the words mean.  Create a table with four columns.  In 

the first column list your chosen words.  In column two, write what you think is the 

definition for each word.  In column three, write what a friend thinks the definition is for 

each word.  In the final column, write the actual definition of each word in the event it is 

different from the definitions you already have. 

 

24. Use the 20 words that you collected to create a word search.   


