
Module A: Distinctively Visual 

Year 11 Standard English (Ms W’s class) 

 

Writing a comparative essay 
Question: Distinctive images are created for different purposes. How is this shown in your 

prescribed text and at least ONE other text of your own choosing?  

 

Introduction 
Your introduction must explain what your argument is in relation to the question (thesis statement).  

It must also introduce your two texts and map out how you are going to use those texts to answer 

the question.  In the grid below I have provided some sentences and stems that you can use to help 

structure your response. 

 
Thesis 

statement 
 

Select one of 
these options.  
Please make 
sure to select 
one that you 
understand.   

Simplest 
Distinctive images are created for different purposes such as: helping responders to connect 
to characters, drawing responders into the worlds of texts, and aiding responders to better 
visualise setting and experiences. 
 

A little more complex 
Distinctive images inject life into texts, and are used by composers to forge and strengthen 
connections between the worlds of texts and responders.  In particular, composers create 
distinctively visual images to enable responders to better experience and understand 
physical setting, emotional states or the complex relationships between people and places.  
 

Most sophisticated 
Distinctive images are created as imaginative aids that bridge the gap between the worlds of 
texts and the experiences of responders.  By using these images to capture and convey 
setting, character and experiences, composers are able to meet their individualised purposes 
of helping responders to better understand fear, paranoia, or the dangers that lurk within.   
 

Introduce 
texts 

Pick one of 
the dot points 
and complete 
the sentence.  
Make sure 
you include 
the names of 

the texts, 
authors, and 

the form. 

Simplest  
 These ideas are shown in… 

 These ideas can be seen in…. 

 These ideas are demonstrated in… 
 

A little more complex 

 These ideas are exemplified in… 

 These ideas are illustrated in…  
 

Most sophisticated 

 These different purposes for constructing distinctive images are best illuminated 
through a comparison of… 
 

Mapping 
Use one of the 
dot points as 
the start of a 

3 sentence 
summary of 
your essay.   

 

Simplest  
 In ‘INSERT NAME OF TEXT HERE’, for example, the purpose of including 

distinctive images is to help responders to connect more meaningfully with characters.    
 

A little more complex 

 In ‘INSERT NAME OF TEXT HERE’, for example, distinctive images are used to 
enliven setting, thus helping the responder to better visualise the world of the text. 

 

Most sophisticated 

 In the early stages of ‘INSERT NAME OF TEXT HERE’, distinctive images are 
incorporated to capture the narrative’s peculiar and unsettling setting, thus adding 
depth and detail to responders’ understanding of the world of the text.  
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Body para 1 
Your first body paragraph should explore how your set text (pick either ‘The Fall of the House of 

Usher’ or ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’) can be used to answer the question.  Remember, that you must 

write PETAL paragraphs.   

 

Body para 2 
Your second body paragraph should explore how your related text (‘Monsters’) can be used to 

answer the question.  Remember, that you must write PETAL paragraphs.  An A-range response 

will also attempt to synthesise.  This means it will make connections to the information provided in 

the first paragraph. 

 

It is really important that, at the very least, you use a connecting word in your POINT sentence to 

help the marker understand the relationships to your text.  Below is a list of connecting words: 

 
Words that mean ‘similarly’ Words that mean ‘differently’ Words that mean ‘similar, but a 

little different’ 

 Similarly 

 Likewise 

 Analogously 

 Akin to 

 Much like 

 Echoing 
 

 Differently 

 Dissimilarly 

 Unlike 

 In contrast to 
 

 Extending 

 Transforming 

 Appropriating 

 

Body para 3 
Your third body paragraph should explore how your set text (pick the text you discussed in para 1) 

can be used to answer the question.  Remember, that you must write PETAL paragraphs.  An A-

range response will also attempt to synthesise.  This means it will make connections to the 

information provided in the previous paragraph.   

 

It is really important that, at the very least, you use a connecting word in your POINT sentence to 

help the marker understand the relationships to your text. 

 

Body para 4 
Your fourth body paragraph should explore how your related text (‘Monsters’) can be used to 

answer the question.  Remember, that you must write PETAL paragraphs.  An A-range response 

will also attempt to synthesise.  This means it will make connections to the information provided in 

the previous paragraph.  

 

It is really important that, at the very least, you use a connecting word in your POINT sentence to 

help the marker understand the relationships to your text. 

 

Conclusion 
A conclusion summarises the information provided in the essay, reminding the marker how you 

answered the question.   Below are some possible sentence stems that could be used at the 

beginning of your conclusion: 

 

 Together, these points show that… 

 Considered together, it is clear that… 

 These points combine to affirm that… 

 Consideration of the texts together affirms that… 


